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a nT No. 43. NEW-HAVEN, SATURDAY, Ma XCH 26, 1836. VOL. XX.. 
one eeeeeeneenen — . . —______ __- - ee —_—_— |} 
of Crise RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. Presbyterian church, which with other Protestant 
i rock ie esned overs Sesundan in bath churches occupies certain common ground, has certain 
rms Spann bhe Work le teense overs £ . y bl distinctive principles that are Presbyterian, Again, 
at cag the pamphlet and news-paper forms. The pampblet among those Presbyterian churches there are classes, 
‘ca form is paged and folded for binding ; making sixteen | ,. « Reformed,” “ “Associate,” * Associate Reform- 
pt, 16 large octavo pages, or 832 pages in a year, with anindex | oq. &¢., each of which has distinctive principles. 
ld South attheelose: and as hitherto, itis exclusively religious. It} These protestant, presbyterian, and denominational 
ben was issuited to the wishes of those who have the past volumes, coer constitute the standards” of pe church. 
filled aod who may wish to preserve a uniform series of the | This is unknown or forgotten by some of our com- 
- a work ; and dn of those who, while they have oiher papers | munion, who write or speak as if our church Ahad 
Peter ofsecular intelligence, wish for one exclusively religious abandoned some of the principles of protestantism, 
Safi. | forsabbath reading. ‘The news-paper form contains one | Presbyterianism, or the denominational grounds which 
or, anda fF pageof additional space which will be filled with a cou- saat us from other Presbyterian nga Tt 
10 infal- deused summary of all the political and secular intel- would be profitable to inquire what are t ery 
re ligence worth recordiug. It is desigued especially to ac- principles of protestantism f what of pew pected 
ne right me age ism? but at present I shall only inquire what are the 
metimes eomodate such families as find it inconvenient to take | denominational principles of the Presbyterian church 
od men more than one Paper ; and yet who feel an interest, as | .onnected with “ the General Assembly in the Uni- 


jends.— they should, in whatever concerns the Christian and | ied States 7” 
lover of Patriot. Subscribers have the privilege of taking which | The « adopting act” of 1729, assumed the “ West- 





‘. A> ol form they please. minster Confession of Faith and Catechisms” as our 
1 within To city subscribers, delivered $2 50,—To mail sub- | doctrinal formulas. But even as to these, as 1 Pres- 
pport- | seribers, $2 in advance ; $2 50, if not paid in six months. py Nae church, we differ from that of Scotland, 
nis way, Agents who are accountable for six or more copies, will Ireland, &c. on the subject of the power of the mag 
sof the F be allowed one copy gratis, or a commission of ten per | *8tracy in religious matters. Any one may satisfy; 
me cout. Clergymeu, Post Masters, and others to whom park, bee gy “a. pe pea with 1 
yesepe- | the paper is sent are requested to act as ngents, to |° a and [ch. xx. § er ee § + amg | 
ng the whom such commission shall be allowed, as in their = 6a the doctrine of * toterution ot arger ate- 
y+ and judgment will be a liberal remuneration for their anes [estewer te quetiion 109. } _ Agee, ‘we sifer 
ily 20d | serviees from othe: Presbyterian churches in so adopting these 
fication ~ ate AD tc «2. "candela Sire formulas, that ONLY THE ESSENTIAL OR FUNDAMENTAL 
ployed > pocTrines shall be the test of ministerial and Chris- 
lake RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. tian fellowship. This was formerly avowed in the 
votions F NEW-HAVEN, MARCH 26, 1836.‘ }adopting act of 1729 in these words: “ and in case: 
If and — — = ~———— ——=== |@ny minister of the synod or any candidate of the min~ 
— DENOMINATIONAL PRINCIPLES, istry shall have any scruple with respect to any arti~ 
a haid or THE PressprtTertan Caurcna. cle or articles of said confession, he shall in time of 
oss. The following letter from Prof. Halsey, was first pub- making said declaration, declare his scruples to the 
mm. lished in the N. York Observer. [1 will be gratifying to synod or presbytery, who shall notwithstanding ad- 
telsey, such of our readers as have been pained and disgusted | mt him to the exercise of the ministry within our 
telsey- Fat the intolerant and exclusive spirit of some iu the | bounds, and to ministerial communion, if the synod or 


jaughe Presbyterian Church, to be assured that Preshyterian- | presbytery shall judge his scruples not essential or 
isin, as evinced in its organization and past history, has necessary in doctrine, worship, or government. This 
lotch- | * better character. Position excited some appreheusion among the 
THE LETTER. churches; it was re-considered and unanimously 
— On this point there is @ prevalent mistake, and the | ™@intained. This has ever been to us a term of re- 
‘le consequences are lamentable, tending to a dismem- | Poach by other Presbyterian churches. The Cove- 


ent of a once flourishing part of the kingdom of |®*ters say, “ we adopted no fized ecclosiastical stan- 
ib our Lord, 1 feel constrained, at this crisis, to bring dards. We only professed adherence to the West- 


01670 | the mistake distinctly to the view of my brethren, ho- minister Confession of Faith in its essential doc:: ines, 
Ping that a just view will be taken of it during the ap. | Eat in this constitution were laid the seeds of dis- 
Poaching session of our General Asecim)ly, Tix cordant principtes and general debility; that itis a 
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deficient system.” —[ Reformation Principles, pt. L. Pp. 


103-4.] The “ Associate Synod” say, “that the 
adherence to the Westminster Confession is with an 
exception of what any presbytery may jadge not es- 
sential ; who can say wh’ this poblic confession is t” 
—([Display 6f Religioh’ Principles, &c., Sth edit. p. 
42, and in p. $05 \atso “Marshall’s Catechism.) “1 
might add°sypilar disapprobations by other Presbyte- 
rian bodies, to show that this charge has been con- 
stantly recognized by them as an objectionable but 
distinctive peculiarity of our church—an avowed 
standard principle, 

Our church have never disavowed this principle. 
It was the basis of re-union in 1758, when De. Fran- 
cis Allison preached his sermon, “* Peace and ucity 
recommended.” The church has from that day to 
this proceeded on the principle avowed in the adopt- 
ing act, in receivizg some of her most valuable min- 
isters. The Rev. Dr. Miller, of Princeton, was ad- 
mitted, notwithstanding his objections to the Confes- 
sion, chap. xxiv. ‘The Rev. Dr. Richards, of Au- 
burn, in like manner, with the special sanction of the 
venerable Dr. McWorter, ove of the fathers of the 
church. Many similar examples might be enumera- 
ted. On this principle ministerial and ecclesiastical 
communion has proceeded, pulpit service has beca 
exchanged, the Lerd’s supper administered, and the 
doors of even our church judicatories have been 
opened in behalf of those included within the proviso 
of the adopting act. Its spirit is manifest iu “ the 
letter of eightcen Presbyterian ministers” in 1760— 
the * plan of intercourse with the churches of Con- 
necticut,” moved by Dr. Green in 1790, and unani- 
mously carried—which was afierwards extended to 
those of Vermont, New Hampshire and Massachu- 
setis; in “the propositions” made in 1799 t» the 
Associate Reformed Presbytery to exchange pulpits 
and occasional communion; in the pian for union of 
Presbyterians and Congieyationalists in the n-w set- 
.Wements adopted 1801, in the reception of the As- 
s.ociate Reformed Synod of the north, &c. in all 
which, minor, unessential differences were disregard- 


Such being one of the constitutional standards of 
our denomination, before its wisdom and piety are 
denied and the principle relit.quish: d, it is well to in- 
«mire after the reasons which influenced our Presby- 
te rian fathers more than a hundred years ago, to 
au ‘opt this distinctive feature. Calvin had before la- 
pov'ed to remove the reproach of Papists on account 
of our want of unily, by striving to effect a formal 
and vi-ible union between Protestant churches, In 
England it had been, after much pains and delay, suc- 
cessfully effected in 1690, by “the heads of agree- 
ment,” between the Presbytcrians and Congregation- 
alists. 
such men as Flave 
ther. Clerical unions were formed in the different 
counties of England whe 
blessings returned to the tents of israel. 
spirit 1 
try, and spread union here. — ; 1 
ceuntry, where we were trembling witl, apprehension 
from the efiorts of a bigoted and oppressive Establish- 


tion to the Dissenters. 


sustain the gospel among them. A compromise of 
minor diflerences was the result of necessity as wel 
as example. The previous scttlement and £rowth of 
the churches and seminaries made tlie Christians o 
the middle and southern sections maturally torn theiy 
eye to New England for nrinisterial supplies. It way 
therefore wisdom to waive panctillios, and strive p 
attain the greaier benefit. But with our fathers thiy 
course was the result of principle, as well as influenes 
and expediency. ‘Ihey believed that visible uniog 
and communion among Christians was a divinely wy 
pointed duty, and they labored to fulfil it, on suck 
terms as did not merge Christian character. Wha 
was essential to this they maintained, what was not e& 
sential they treated accordingly: leaving us au e 
ple, that we should tullow their steps. Should | 
be lightly forsaken? For myself, 1 must declare, 
that | honor at once their piety and wisdom, and be. 
lieve that in fixing the standard of the “ adopting aa,” 
they selected the only right position. As it is ques 
tioned by many, it seems to me that the next General 
Assembly is imperiously called upon to examine and 
declare explicitly on this subject, and place this com 
stitutional and distinctive principle beyond a question 
lt may be asked, how this distinctive peculiarity of 
our church should ever be lost to the sight of her 
members? The history of our church supplies the 
answer. In the hostilities of 1741, the * old side” 
in Philadelphia became possessed of the original re- 
cords, which became sequestered. Till within a few 
years they were not in the possession of the Generl 
Assembly. ‘The original “ adopting act” lived butin 
tradition and the reproaches of our adversaies, 
Meanwiile, those who questioned its propriety, taught 
their own views of the “adopting act,” representing 
it absolute, not conditional. Since the revolutionary 
war, the surplus ministers of the Presbyterians of 
Europe have been continually migrating to this coun 
try, and supplying the vacancies in our settlements, 
extending to the south and west, bringing with them 
the ideas of foreign, not American Presbyterianism. 
Many clergy, from sister Presbyterian churches in 
eur own country, among whom the principle of the 
* adupting act” was not espoused, have been contix- 
ually received into our communion. ‘hese would 
very naturally suppose, in the absence of the record, 
that the principle of our Presbyterian church was not 
different from those with which they had been before 
associated. The occasional acis of the General As 
sembly which recognized this distinctive peculiarity of 
our constitution, would seem to be Jatitudinarian and 
irregular. The brethren who voted on the principle 





This event was hailed with holy transport by | i 
], Matthew Henry, Increase Ma- | ism. I have the charity to believe that these b 
! 
re Dissenters dwelt, and| therefore desirable that the next General Assembly 


In this! should be careful to instruct the churches anew on this 
their missionaries and letters came to this coun-| subject; and as they . 
The more so in this! original records, republish in their next minutes the 
|“ adopting act.” 


| 


» Lai 
ment. Alarm gave mutual sympathy and co-opeta-| ny o ties w 
Our church members 2!se/from an ignorance of our distinctive 


were feeble and scattered, aud needed fellowship to | sialidusa. With best wishes tor the peace 


of the “ adopting act,” might very piously be blamed 
by those ignorant of the principle, as accessory 10 @ 
dangerous compromise of opinions—as removing 
landmarks—as defective in scrupulous Presby iva 
rethrea 


are honest in their fears and criminations. 1 think 


are now in possession of the 


This would scem to settle the legit- 
imate sphere of Presbyteri#} action, and narrow me 


f the ecclesiastic#! difficulties which have arisen 
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und the prosperity of those who love hei, | am, dear 


brother, Yours, in the Lord, 
‘ LUTHER HALSEY. 


J'o the Editor of the Religious Intelligencer. 
LICENSE LAWS.—No. 12. 


Dean Sin,—From the facts developed in my pre- 
vious letters, and in the various publications of the 
day it is evident that ardent spirit, as a beverage, is 
yot needed or useful, More than two million persons, 
in our Own country, and multitudes in other countries 
do not use it. Aud as a body, they are in all respects, 
heuter, as to health, comfort, and usefulness, than when 

used it, or than others are whe still continue to 
t. And these persons ase of such vast variety of 
es, conditions and employments, as to make it evi- 
deut that this would be the case with all persons, should 
they adupt the stme coarse. It is unen fully proved 
that the drinking of ardent spirit, aud the selling of this 
liquor, to be used asa drink, is veither needful or use- 
The evidence is equally strong avd conclusive, 

wnat it is accordiugly hurtful. 

1. It greatly increases the pauperism and of course 
he peeaniary burdens of the community. 

2. It greatly increases the number and variety of 
simes, and the expeuses aud other mischiefs which 
hey occasion. 

Fd It greatly increases the mumber and severity of 
jiseases ; diminishes and often destroys reason; and 
nultiplies the number of premature deaths. 

4. It exceedingly deteriorates the morals of the com- 
munity, and counteracts to a great extent the influence 
of all means fur the intellectual elevation, the moral 
purity, and the social, civil, aud religious benefits of 
men; and is the cause of a great portion of all the 
sin and misery which afflict socie‘y. Uf course the traf- 
ficio ardent spirit, to be used as a drink, ought never to 
be licensed ; nor ought the community to be left unpro- 
tected by legislation, from the numerous and aggravated 
evils which this immoral traffic is adapted to bring, and 
ifeontinued, inevitably will bring upew it. And it is 
respectfully and earnestly commended to the serious 
and candid consideration of all, whether those who still 
continue to prosecute it, and thus to injure the commu- 
uity, ought not, in justice, tv remunerate that eommu- 
uity for the evils which they are instramental in bring- 
ing upon it. And also whether, should those evils be 
continued, the community are uot justly entitled to le- 
gislative protection and defense. ‘This defense might 
be furnished in various ways. It might be done whea- 
ever the commuuity shall call for it, by prohibiting the 
sale of ardeut spirit te be used as adiink ; and espe- 
cially in all places in which a majority of legal voiers, 
at their aunual town meeting, for the choice of town of- 
ficers, do not vote that the traffic shall be coutinued. All 
persons who do not vote for the coutinuance of this traf- 
fie might be exempted by law from liability to be tax- 
ed for any of those expenses which by the increase of 
pauperism, crimes, &c. this traffic appears to occasion ; 
and these additional taxes might be assessed upon those 
who shall from year to year vote for the continuance 
of the traffic. 

All persons, also, who shall continue this traffic 


chief. In these or in other ways which may be best 

adapted to secure the object, the community may be 

defended ; and it is sabmitted to the candid consideration 

of all, whether, should the evil be continued, they are 

not justly entitled to such defense. 

Truly Yours, &c. J. Epwarps, 
Cor. Sec, Am. Temp. Society. 


CIRCULAR. 


Whereas, we believe that the formation of a State 
Temperance Society among the colored of 
tae State of Connecticut would be a more efficient 
means of promoting the cause of Temperance, We, 
the subscribers, do therefere recommend the forma- 
tion of a State Society on the principle of total and 
entire abstinence from all liquors which will produce 
intoxication ; and we do earnestly request the sever- 
al societies in the state, to send delegates to meet with 
us in a Convention to be held in the city of Middle- 
town, Ct., on the llth day of May, 1836, at three 
o’clock, P. M., for the purpose of forming a State 
Society. The request is extended to all the friends 
of the cause, who may please to meet with us, and 
take part in the doings of said Convention. 

James W. C. Wennington, A. C. Luca, J. W. 
Creed, A. Dubois, L. Lathrop, J. Brown, New-Ha- 
ven. 

J. C. Beman, J. Gilbert, I. C. Moody, G. Garri- 
son, 8. Condal, E. DeForest, N. Condal, Charles 
Brooks, Middletown. 

J. Mars, H. Foster, P. Swan, L. Jones, J. Cross,, 
Geo. W. Prince, A. G. Beman, Hartford. 

Mipp.etown, Feb. 26th, 1836. 


HONESTY. 


A gentleman from the country placed his son with 
a dry goods merchant in street. For a time 
all went on well. At length a lady came into the 
store to purchase a silk dress, and the young man 
waited upon her. The price demanded was agreed 
to, and he proceeded to fold the goods, He discover- 
ed, before he had finished, a flaw in the silk,and point- 
ing it out to the lady, said, ** madam, I deem it my 
duty to tell you that there is a fracture in the silk.” 
Of course she did not take it. 

The merchant overheard the remark, and immedi- 
ately wiote to the father of the young man to come 
and take him home; “ for,” said he, * he will never 
make a merchant.” 

The father who had ever reposed confidence in his 
son, was much grieved, and hastened to the city to be 
informed of his deficiencies. “Why will he not 
make a merchant?” asked he. 

** Because he has no tact,” was the answer. “ On- 
ly a day or two ago, he told a lady, voluntarily, who 
was buying silk of him, that the goods were damaged ; 
and I lost the bargain. Ponkesan must look out 
for themselves. if they cannot discover flaws, it 








might be required tu give bonds, iu a reasonable amount, 
to iudemnify the commanity for the mischiefs which 
a immoral business shall bring upon it. For instance, 
ae the father of a family after having bought spirit 
ed man, under its influence fall into the street and 

ak his bones, or iu avy other way be injured, 


and he or his famil » in cousequ : ; 
heen y equence suffer loss, or come 
liquor might be 


for support; the mau who sold bim the 
made liable, in damages, for all the ex- 


would be fvolishness in me to tell them of their exis- 
tence.” 

** And is that all his fault?” asked the parent, 
“Yes,” answered the merchant, “he’s very well 
in other respects.” 

“Then I love my son better than ever; and I 
thank you for telling me of the matter; I would not 
have him another day in your store for the world.” 





Peuces which 


shall accrue in consequence of the mis 


We make no comments of the above. Whether 


















such a trade as the merchant would make, is not rather 
taking advantage of the purchaser's ignorance, than 
making the best use of one’s knowledge, we leave to 
our readers to decide.—N, E. Galaxy. 


































































AN UNHAPPY DIFFICULTY 
BETWEEN THE BIBLE SOCIETY AND THE BAPTISTS. 


Our hopes have been, that this difficulty would be ad- 
justed in a manner satisfactory to all denominations, 
and that the harmony which lias so long characterized 
the deliberations and operations of the Board of Mau- 
agers would be continued; but the movements for the 
last two or three weeks are ominous of disuniou. The 
history of the affair is briefly as follows: 

A few mouths since, application was made to the 
American Bible Society, by a Baptist missionary in In- 
dia, for aid in publishing the New Testament in the 
Bengalee language, and stating that it was translated 
on the same principle with that of the Burman Bible, 
which had received the patronage of the Buard. The 
question then arose, what is the principle on which the 
Burman translation was made? A Baptist member of 
the Board informed them that the word baptizo was 
rendered by a word equivalent to immersion. ‘The mem- 
bers of the Boaid of the other denominations, declared 
themselves to have been ignorant of that fact ; and anoth- 
er question arose, whether it was consistent for the So 
ciety to patronize translations of this character? ‘The 
subject was referred to several successive Committees, 
and debated in the meetings of the Board, with much 
interest and anxiety, for some months, when finally in 
February last, they brought it to the following conclu- 
sion: 

The question was upon the adoption of the following 
report of their Committee, and the vute stovd 30 in fa- 
vor, and 14 against it. 


By the constitution of the American Bible Society, 
j ‘ts managers are, in the circulating of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, restricted to such copies as are without note 
or comment; and in the English language, to the ver- 
> tion in common use. The design of these restrict- 
i ons, clearly seems to have been to simp'ify and mark 
« put the duties of the Society, so that all the religious 
« lenominations of which it is composed, might harmu- 
1 tiously unite in performing these duties. 

As the managers are now called to aid extens.vely 
i n circulating the Sacred Scriptures in languages oth- 
«or thaa the English, they deem it their duty, in con- 
i urmity with the obvious spirit of their compact, to 
i adopt the following resolution as the rule of their con- 
‘duct in making appropriations for the circulation of 
t he Scriptures in all foreign tongues. 

Resolved, That, in appropriating money for the 
1 ranslating, printing, or distributing of the Holy Scrip- 
1 wres in foreign language, the managers feel at liber- 
t y vo encourage only such versions as conform in the 
| rinciples of their translation to the common English 
\ version, at least so far as that all the religious denum- 
i nations represented in this Society, can consistently 
vise and circulate in their several schools and commu- 
n ities. 

Resolved, That a copy of the above preamble and 
re. solution be sent to each of the missionary boards 
accustomed to receive pecuniary grants from the So- 
ciety, with a request that the same may be transmit- 
ted to their respective mission stations where the 

Scriptures are in process of translation, and also, that 
the several missionary boards be infornred that their 
applications for aid be accompanied with a declara- 
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tion that the versions which they propose to cirey 
— are executed in accordance with the above reso. 
ution. 

Hon. Wm. Jay, made an effort to have the whole 
subject committed to a new and different commities, 
to make a voluminous report, which would justify the 
Society in whatever course it might pursue ; but jg 
vain, as was also a similar one, of Hon. Peter A. Jay 
one of the Vice Presidents, to have it indefinitely 
postponed. Both of these voted against the resolutiog, 
declaring that our version was not a standard for transla. 
tors to be governed by in their labors. The Baptisiy 
were called upon to know if they could propose a com 
promise, in reply to which Wm. Colegate, Esq., said 
that he knew of none; that our missionaries 
now directed to take the Hebrew and Greek, and rep. 
der them as near as possible to what they believe tp 
be the meaning of the Holy Ghost, and from this we 
could never swerve. 

Dr. Milnor expressed the greatest regard for his 
Baptist brethren, whose motives and integrity, he 
honored and respected ; but he could never consent 
to sustain any translation, which would be so offensive 
to all but Baptists. 

Rev. Wm. Rk. Williams urged delay in this matter, 
and felt himself very unhappily situated 5 inasmuch as 
he should be constrained to vote against his Baptist 
brethren. He thought the resolution was as fair for 
Baptists as any one, but thought it hardly proper for 
the Board to decide on the question, previous to the 
annual meeting in May next. The two Mr. Jay’s and 
all the Baptists but one were against the adoption of 
the report ; and all ihe Presbyterians, and Episcopal- 
ians, one Baptist, and one Quaker were in favor. 

We perceive that the Baptist papers generally regard 
this decision as standing in the «ay of their further co- 
operation with Paedobuaptists in their circulation of the 
Seriptures. We are not without hope that the difficulty 
may yet be removed. 





Three ministers of the Gospel, of different denom- 
inations, met at the house of a member of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal church on the Eastern shore of Me- 
ryland. They sat down at the table of their hospita- 
ble brother to refresh themselves, and just as they 
were concluding their repast, they were startled by 
the ery of ‘fie!’ Jumping from the table and run- 
ning to the door, they saw a large volume of flame 
issuing from the door of a wheelwright’s shop, on the 
opposite side of the way, about twenty or thirty yards 
distant. No time was to be lost, and the three preach- 
ers felt called upon to exert themselves in company 
with the neighbors, who were assembling. Tie 
Methodist Episcopal minister, with the characteris 
tic promptness and zeal of his sect, immediately pull 
ed off his coat, snatched up a pail, and forming, with 
others, a line from a stream of water near at hand, 
began to supply the fluid, for keeping the fire i 
check, and preserving the adjoining edifice, upor 
the roof of which the burning coals were falling ™ @ 
continued shower. 

The Protestant Methodist minister followed the 
example of his elder brother, without, howevel, pull. 
ing off his coat, as the day was very cold. 

The Minister of the Reformed Dutch Church, see 
ing that there was sufficient employed in carrying W® 
ter, conceived that he would contribute essential a 
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des, to see where | spirit and substance of the gospel. Benevolence is 
a desire to do good to others. A willingness to deny 


most needed. Thus by the united exertions of the | self, for the purpose of promoting the interest of your 
whole company, the contiguous building was preser-| neighbor, is the very spirit of Christ, it is the heart 
ved, although the roof was repeatedly on fire. Du-|and soul of his gospel. And now, let me ask you, 


ring the whole transaction, there was no dispute or 

y feelings excited, either among the preachers or 
their fellow laborers. All had one object in view, 
and all were willing to employ harmoniously the on- 
ly means to accomplish the end; and verily they all 
had their reward in the consciousness of having done 


good. 


A SERMON ON THE LOVE OF THE 
WORLD. 
BY CHARLES G. FINNEY. 
Abridged from the Evangelist. 


1. Joan nu. 15.—Love not the world, neither the 
the things that are in the world. If any man love 
the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 


In discussing this subject I shall pursue the follow- 
ing order :— 

1. What we are to understand by the love of the 
world. 

2. Who love the world in this sense. 

8. That they do not love God. 

I. What are we to understand by the love of the 
world ? 

The love of the world here spoken of, is not eve- 
ry kind or degree of desire fur worldly objects. 
has so constituted us, that a certain amount, and cer- 
tain kinds of worldly objects are indispensable to our 
existence. We need food and raiment, implements 
of husbandry and trade, and various worldly things. 
The proper desire of which is not sinful, nor incon- 
sistent with the love of God. 

But to love the world is to make worldly things the 
principal objects of desire and pursuit. 

Il. Who do this? 

1. All who will not hesitate to cheat and defraud, 
to obtain the things of the world. 

2. All those whose anxieties and cares are mostly 
about worldly things. 

Objection. But do any of you ask, May not a 
man be anxious to obtain worldly things for the pur- 
pose of doing good with money? | 





God | 





| self. 
| 


is aye > . ; 
answet, A man | siness upon the principles of commercial justice, 


can you deny this principle? What then is your 
spiritual state? How do you transact business? Do 
you consult the interest of those wich whom you deal, 
as much as you do your own? Or in all your bar- 
gains do you aim simply at securing a profit to your- 
seli?. If you do, the love of God is not in you, 
You have not tne begiuning of piety in your heart. 

4. All those that feel chagrined and vexed when 
they find that the persun with whom they have dealt 
has the best side of the bargain, and has made a great- 
er profit than themselvs, 

Now if a man had the spirit of Christ, he would 
rejvice in this. It would be the thing at which he 
would aim, to benefit the individual with whom he 
deals as much as possible, and if he afterwards learn 
that he had made a good bargain, and lad been great- 
ly benefited by it, it would gratify him all the more. 
Now how is it with you? 

5. All those who will make bargains only when 
they can make a profit by it. 

There are many who will never trade only when 
they can promote thei: own interest; it matters not 
how much it might benefit any body else. 

6. All those who will take advantage of the igno- 
rance of those with whom they deal, to get a good 
bargain out of them, love the world supremely. 

7. Those who will sell useless articles to men for the 
sake of profit, have not the love of God in them. 

8. All who sell Aurtful articles for the sake of the 
profit, have not the love of God in them. 

9, All those who transact business upon principles 
of commercial justice, rather than on benevolence, 
love the world supremely. 

Upon these principles it is neither demanded nu: 
expected, that any one should seek another's wealth, 
but that every one should take care of himself; pur- 
chase as low and sell as high as he can; take advan- 
tage of the state of the market, the scarcity of the ar- 
ticles in which he deals, and in short, to go the whole 
circle of selfish projects to promote the interest of 
Can a man love God supremely and his neigh- 
bor as himself, who daily and habitually transacts bu- 


may be desirous to obtain money for the purpose of | founded as they are in that which is the direct oppo- 


glorifying God with it; but in that case the principal 
anxiety, and care, and desire, would not terminate up- 





site of the requirement of God, 
10. All those who engage in business to the neglect 


on the acquisition of money, but upon the end which | of spiritual exercises, love the world supremely, 
he hoped to accomplish through its instrumentality. | , 
Suppose a gentleman is engaged to be married, and | pretence of making money for him, is sheer hy pocri- 


has commenced a journey for that purpose. 


His | sy. 


For you to negleet communion with God, under the 


If you prefer business to prayers; busy your- 


ety greatly set upon the end he has in view, and | selves in your uffices, and shops, and business, and 
8 U likely that either the delights or cares of his jour- | neglect your closets, the love of God is not in you. 


ney will occupy more of bis thoughts, and absorb 


11. ‘Those who make their business an excuse for 


more of his affections, than the vbject for which he | not attending meetings, and using means for the con- 


has undertaken the 


journey? 


the transactions of business. 


) and affections fiom God, 


4 | version of sinners, 
All those who consuli vuly their own interest in | 


12. All those whose business diverts their 4] ou _lits 
li they were tran-ac ing 


God requires ou to love your neighbor as yourself. | business for God, the more busy and engaged they 


Again he says, “ lot évety one 
things, but upon the things of others.” 
one seek not his own, bat another’s wealth.” 
We express requiremeuis of God—they are 





look not upon his own) were ia his service, in dog bes will and w making 
* Let every money for him, the more would be be 


present to all 


These | their thoughts, and the ck epet and more mellow would 
the ~~ be their prety. 
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13, All rich men love the world supremely.® Je- | they lay it up, it must be because they love it. 
sus Christ has said that it is easier for a camel to go| pose an individual was on the coast of Africa, ang 


through the eye uf a needle, than for a rich man to en- | longed exceedingly to return to his 


ter the kingdom of heaven. 
if he sets his heart upon his riches. Now what I af-' 
firm is, that every rich man under the gospel, does set | 
his heart upon his riches. If he did not he would not | 


be rich. If he loved the kingdom of God supremely, | 


he would give his riches to promote that kingdom. 
We ae do that which we, upon the whole, choose 
todo. This is just as certain as it is that your choice 
governs your conduct, Now if aman loves the Lord 
Jesus Christ and the souls of men more than he does 
his money ; if, upon the whole, he prefers the glory of 
God and the salvation of men to his own selfish inter- 
ests, it is as certain that he will cease to be rich, and 
give his money to promote those objects, as it is that 
his will controls his actions. So that a man being 
rich under the gospel, when it is known that his mo- 
ney can be used for the glory of God and the conver- 
sion of souls, is demonstration absolute, that he loves 
the world supremely. 

But, perhaps some will say that much depends upon 
the instructions that rich people have received—that 
they may be conscientious in the belief that they may 
lawfully retain and enjoy their wealth;—I answer, 
that this does not relieve the difficulty,—for the ques- 
tion is not, what they may lawfully do, but what they 
are disposed to do. Suppose an affectionate wife to 
have a husband in slavery, whom she tenderly loves ; 
the price of his ransom is fixed, and she by her earn- 
ings aud savings is determined to pay the price. See 
how she will behave herself. So if a man love God 
supremely, if he long for the coming and prosperity 
of his kingdom more than for any thing else, the ques- 
tion with him will not be whether he may lawfully en- 
joy an estate. The truth is, that could he do it ever 
so lawfully, it is not his choice to do it. 

Do any of you object and say, that Abraham, and 
Job, and David, and Solomon were rich? I answer: 
the command had never been given in their day to 
preach the gospel to every creature, «nd there is no 
reason for believing that they so much as dreamed 
that the world could be converted in the way in which 
we now know that it can and must be converted. It 
was no certain sign, therefore, if they kept their 
wealth, that they preferred it to the kingdom and glo- 
ry of God. 

14. All those who lay up their surplus income have 
not the love of God in them. 

By surplus income, | mean that which is not neces- | 
sary for the support of themselves and families ; if| 





* Suppose a man is possessed of 50,000 dollars; and 
this is vested in buildings and tools aud stock for carry- 
ing on the manufacture of some useful article: and he 
devotes the avails of his establishment to the needful | 
support of his dependents, and to the various objecis of | 
benevolence. Shall he immediately give «way his 
50,000, and stop his business: or one half of the sum, 





and curtail his business, and his meaus of benevolence | 


heme, but had wo 


Yes, you say, this is true |means of paying his passage—if some one shou) 


present him with a purse of gold would he lay it 
or would he immediately lay it out to gratify the Ri 
absorbing desire of his heart, and pay his passage » 
his native country. ‘This would be the very reasog 
why he would prize the gift. 1t would be valuable 
him on this account, that by it he might accomplish 
the object of his heart's desire. Can it be that a may 
loves supremely the kingdom of Christ, and longs ex. 
ceedingly for its coming and extension, and yet hourds 
up his money instead of spending it for this supremely 
desirable object. ; 

15. Although a man may give his surplus income, 
yet if he practice no self-denial, he gives to God tha 
which costs him nothing, and gives no substantial evi- 
dence that he loves God. If he gratify all his wauts 
and the waats of his family, and provide. for them all 
the comforts and conveniences of life, and simply ap- 
propriate what remains of his income over and above 
his expenditures, he really practices no self-denial; 
he enjoys all that can be enjoyed of wealth, and is re 
ally ridding himself of the trouble of taking care of it, 
by appropriating the balance of his yearly income tq 
the cause of Christ. This is like a safety-valve tolet 
off the su:plus steam that would otherwise burst the 
boiler. 

Objection. But do any of you object and ask, 
should every man give up all his capital and means'at 
once of promoting the cause of Christ? I answer, 
that this might not be Christian economy. A man’s 
capital, if it be not larger than is necessary for the wi- 
sest transaction of business, is to be considered in the 
light of tools, with which he serves God and his gene- 
tation, In such cases, if he give his income after de- 
ducting the necessary expenses of his family, I cannot 
see that such a use of it is inconsistent with the love of 
God. But for a man to live and die rich, to hoard up 
his income, to enjoy his wealth, and leave his sub- 
stance to his babes, is the Psalmist’s definition of a 
wicked man who has his portion in this world. 

16. Ali those who are more interested in secular 
business thai relates to money transactions, than in 
the accounts of revivals of religion, and in those things 
that pertain more particularly to the kingdom ol 
Christ, love the world supre mely. 

17. All those who are more depressed, and feel 
more keenly commercial and monied embarrassments 
than they do the low state of religion, and the state 
of dying sinners, love the world supremely. Thisis 
too plain to need either proof or illustration. 

18. All those who would sooner engage in monied 
speculations than they would in revivals of religion, 
love the world supremely. 

19. All those who disobey the commandments of 
God for the purpose of making or saving money, love 
the world supremely. 

A man who would travel on the Sabbath to secure 


in that proportion?) We say no: and we understand ‘a debt, or toavoid the expense of spending a Sabbath 


Mr. Fiuney under his 15th head to say the same. Yet 
this man of 50,000 is in the ordinary acceptation of the 
word, a rich man: aud Mr. Finvey says “all rich men 
love the world supremely.” Sucliof bis hearers, there- 
fore, as are disposed to be captivus, may think they are 
justified in denying the truth of his statement. We 


wish he had explained himself more clearly.—Fp. Lr, | 


- a public house, when on a journey, certainly loves 
money supremely. ‘ ; 

| 20. All those who do not feel more gratified be 
ithe appropriation of money to the cause of ro 
than with any other appropriation of it, love the wo 
supremely. 
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SS. . 

Take again the case of the woman who is earning 
money to relieve her husbaad from bondage. What 
other appropriation can she make of money that | 
would so much gratify the heart? Does the miser 
account the hoarding up of money a privation, a sa- 
crifice, or agrievance? No; he accounts the hoard- 
ing up as the best possible disposition of his money. 
To every other object he gives sparingly, 
put little satisfaction in any expenditures which he is 

to make. But his heart is set upon accumu- | 
lating reasarés. Every shilling that is saved and put 
into his iron chest is disposed of according to his 
peart’s desire. Now the Christian’s heart is just as 
wily set upon building up the kingdom of Jesus 
Christ, as a miser’s heart is upon hoarding up his 
wealth. In other expenditures, therefure, he will nat- 
urally be sparing ; but in the promotion of the great 
object of his heart’s desire he will be liberal ant 
bountiful, and enjoy most of all the appropriation of 
money to that object. 

21. All those who prefer a speculation to a contri- 
bution for the promotion of the interests of Christ’s 
kingdom, love the world supremely. 

22. All those who would rather see a customer 
come in to pay them money, than an agent of some 
benevolent society to receive and appropriate it to the 
promotion of Chirist’s kingdom, love the world su- 
premely. There is a man who smiles, and appears 
delighted, when a ¢uston.er comes in; but when an 

» who is collecting funds for the building up of 
Christ’s kingdom, calls, he is sour, and dry, and for- 
mal, and perhaps uncivil. This demonstrates be- 
yond all doubt, where his heart is, and shows that he 
loves liis money more than he loves his (‘od. 

23. All those who do not really enjey giving more 
than receiving, love the world supremely. 

24. All those who are more parsimonious in their 
expenditures for the kingdom of Christ, than in their 
expenditures upon themselves and thei: families, love 
the world supremely. 

Many churches in this country have no lamps, and 
some of them have no stoves, and others have the 





panes of glass broken out, and the doors of others 
are so dilapidated that they will scarcely shut; oth- 


ers have the stoops rotten, and the church either not 
painted at all, or so faded, that if it was a dwelling! 


huwse you would suppose it the abode of the drunk- 
ard, 


than in any other house, to prevent the disturbance 
that always occurs when people are going out and in 
upon an uncarpeted floor. 

LIL. Having noticed some of the principal ev iden- 
ces of supreme attachment to the world, 1 now pro- 


Most of the churches in the country have no| 
carpets, and in churches carpets are more needed! 


ble love to God, it miust be supreme. And to affirm 
that a man loves the world in the sense of this text, 
and that he loves God with any acceptable love, is a 
contradiction. It is the same as to say that he loves 
God and the world supremely. 

2. A man cannot love two objects that are entire- 
ly opposite to each other at the same time. The 


and takes! apostle immediately subjvins to the text, “* For all that 


is in the world, the lust of the flesh, the lust of the 
eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but of 
the world.” ‘The love of the world, and the love of 
God, are directly opposite states of mind ; so that to 
exercise them both at the same time is impossible. 

8. It is minding the flesh which the apostle declares 
to be enmity against God. 

Lastly. \t is supreme selfishness, which is the di- 
rect opposite of the love of God and man. 

These considerations need ouly to be named, to be 
seen, to be proof conclusive, that if any man love the 
world, the love «f God is not in him. 

REMARKS. 

I. You can see from this subject, that if men 
should transact worldly business upon the principles 
of the gospel, it would be infinitely better for the 
world, in every resvect. If every one sought to pro- 
mote the happiness and interest of others, the amount 
of property, aud of every other good, would be great- 
ly increased. Some persons seem to suppose that un- 
less they consult solely their own interest, it is impos- 
sible that society should exist. What, they say, 
would you have us all seek not our own interest, but 
the interest of others? what then would become of 
our own interest? I answer, your interest would be 
secured if, while you was mainly solicitous to benefit 
others, they were just so solicitous to benefit you. 
The secular interests of men would be thus as highly, 
and more highly advanced than under the present ar- 
rangement of society, while the spirit that would be 
cherished and cultivated by this course of condutt, 
would shed a sweet and healing and refreshing infe- 
ence over all the discords and disquietades of selfish- 
ness; and peace aad love and heaven would reign in 
the bosoms of men. 

But does any one object and say, tout inasmuch as 
worldly men will not practice upon these principles, 
it is impossible that Christians should without giving 
up all the business of the world into their hands. This 
is a radical and ruinous mistake. Suppose it were 
kuown that Christians universally discarded all selfist.- 
ness in their business, and acted upon principles of 
entire benevolence. That in all their dealings they 
sought the interest of those with whom they deal, 
equally with their own. No sooner would this fact 
be known, than worldly men would be forced to trays. 


ceed to suggest scveral reasons why such persons can-| act business upon those principles, or give up all the 


not love God. 


business of the world into the hands of Christians. 


The text expressly declares it. This is the lan-} For who would deal with a man who acted upon prin- 


guage and the doctrine of the whole Bible. So that, 
so far as scripiure testimony goes, the proof is conctu- 
sive. But 1 will meution several considerations that 
belong tw the philosophy of mind, that will demon- 
strate beyond all contradietivn that individuals upon 
whom these marks of worldliness are found, have not 
the love of God in them. The argument runs thus, 
and is very brief: 


1. Lt is impossible that a man should have two om 


if he have any accepta- 


preme objects of affection. 











ciples of supreme selfishness, when be might just ws 
well transact business with those who would not enly 
treat him with equity, but with entire benevolence, 
So that itis perfectly within the power of the church 
to compel worldly mer (o transact business upon gos-~ 
pel principles, or not transact it at all And woe to 
the church if she does not revise, and annihilate the 


| whole system of doing basiness on principles of sel- 
fishiness. 


ll. Perhaps some of you will say, if the doctrine 
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of this sermon be true, who then can be saved? [ wrong? I answer, that upon this subject they are 
answer, certaiuly not those who manage their affairs) wrong. In most things the church of the Plesent 
upon principles that are in direct opposition to the|day is orthodox in theory, but vastly heretical jg 
benevolence of _the gospel; who make commercial] practice. Nor is it any thing new for the church jg 
Justice, which is founded in selfishness, the rule of| be nearly all wrong. More than once or twice haye 
their lives, and satisfy themselves with being honest| neatly the entire body of the church departed frog 
in this sense of honesty, instead of being governed by | God, and satisfied themselves with the religion of sel. 
the law of love; who seek their own and not their | fishness. 
neighbor’s wealth; who mind earthly things, and ac-| Lastly. I beg of you who are convicted of world. 
count it more blessed to receive than to give. If| liness not to go away and say that you hope that 
there be any truth in the word of God, all such men} love God notwithstanding some or nearly all of those 
are in the way to hell. levidences are against you. I declare to you before 
111, But will any one object and say, this is very |God and the Lord Jesus Christ, that if these marks 
uncharitable; if this be true, nearly all the church |of worldliness are upon you, the love of God is no 
are hypocrites. 1 answer, the doctrine is true, what-|in you. And oh, “ Be ye not deceived, God is no 
‘ver the inference may be. I do not pretend to be | mocked, whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also 
‘more charitable than God is; and to hope that those |reap. He that soweth to his flesh, shall of the flesh 
Persons are pious, of whom God has said that his love reap corruption, and he that soweth to the spirit, shall 
18 nest in them. of the spirit reap life everlasting.” 

LV. You see from this subject why it is that so few ——- 
pr ofessors of religion have a spirit of prayer. The TO ALL MINISTERS OF THE GUSPEL. 
tr ath is, the love of God is notinthem. Look around| The day set apart in many of our States as au anop- 
(nis great commercial city; nearly the whole popu-|@! season of fasting and prayer, is drawing vear ; and 

ation are here for the purposes of worldly gain, | the friends of peace would take this opportunity to prew 
The principles upon which almost the entire business | 8 ¢!aiins of acomiuon cause, upon all the minister 


of the city is transacted is that of supreme selfishness. nee the Prince-of Peace, where euch a fants 


How then can a spirit of prayer prevail in such a! 4 fast, is always a proper occasion for discussing a 
community as this. The same principle prevails al-| theme like :hat of peace; but this year the subject 
most universally through the country; farmers, me-| would seem to be forced upon our atteution. ‘I'he war- 
chanics, merchants, and men and women of every oc- | cloud, so long banging in the distant horizon, has now 
cupation, without hesitation transact their business| Vanished, and ths sun ef peace is likely to contin- 
upon selfish principles, and seek supremely their own | ¥@ his bright and genial beams upon our land. The 
and not their neighbors wealth. It is impossible that | C*¢umstances of the case, all fresh in the minds of the 


the love of God should prevail in the church or in any | Pe°Ple, with little or no tincture of party animosity, will 
heart, while actuated by such principles. _ them to hear whatever the ambassadors of the 


; : , .. tiuce of Peace may choose to say on a subject so vital 
V. You see from this subject, why it is that young | to the welfare of individuals. mtr Poo ba 4 
£onverts so uniformly wax cold in religion. ; We beg leave, therefore, to urge upon ministers of 
VI. From this subject, you may see, that the reli- every vame, the importance of taking this opportunity 
gi. 2 of the great mass of the church is not the reli-|to preach that part of the cosrrz which relates to 
gio 2 of love but of fear. They fear the Lord, but|** peace on earth and good will among men,” We 
serv © their own gods. They are dragged along in| would by uo means dictate the theme o their discour- 
thea ‘ty performance of what they call duty, by their | $¢8 ou tat day ; but, if there is nothing very special 


conse fences; they have a dry, legal earthly apr], te ccumsances of their people to ca for ae 


and their pretended service is hypocrisy and utter padenhias de deere eseleh thew hie? 

wiek edness. ‘ : Tg Che cause of Peace is strictly, pre-eminently evangel- 
VII. You can see from this subject, why so little 'S\ical. We are well aware of its manifold bearings on 

effected by all the means that are used for the building | the temporal iuteresis of mankind, in agriculture, com- 

up of the kingdom of Jesus Christ. merce, and manufactures, in all the arts and sciences, 
Men had much rather give their money than to live | iu knowledge, freedom, and the general prosperity of 

holy lives and walk with God. An efiort seems to uations; but far more important do we deem it, as an 


. : . | element of the gospel, as a part of Christian character, 
be making now to convert the world with money é land an eaaitiang ine the od work of a world’s salva- 


unbounded speculations re qaeqees tape by : pore ition. Fatal as war is to the best interests of this life, 
sedly pious men, and while their heart Sor SOC? BS | ie te iucomparably more dreadful as the destroyer of im- 
lives are absorbed in the spirit of this world, they are | ora) souls. 
trying to persuade themselves that their money will! {¢ is this view of the subject which we wish mainly 
the a substitute fur a iioly life, and compensate for the | to take, in advocating the cause of Peace; but it would 
neglect of personal exertions to save the souls of/ be proper, especially ou such an occasion as a public 
men. But rely upon it, God will teach them their | fast, to dwell on other views less religious. It has s0 
mistaba 4 ; | many bearings, and starts so many points of inquiry, - 
” . *.* ' 4 . \ or 
VILI. The spontaneous conduct of the primitive one Gale tick Wein alee. yy rhe! ag 
church shows what true piety wil do ia leading = blessings of peace with the evils of war; look at this 
to renounce the world. And while the love of God | foul and savage custom in the light of reason or revela- 
pervaded the church, men were manifestly actuated ‘tion ; serutinize those particulars whieh constionte ~ 
by different principles from those of commercial jus- | moral character, aud compare them with what t re go A 
tice. ‘They sought not their own but the things of Je-; pel requires of every Christian; cousider how it waste 
sus Christ property, and destoys life, aud Sehoase bag! ms. 
‘ ’ > nearly ¢ land sears the conscience, aud hardens the heart, @ 
Te RA A0,. 208. ie 899 HONE. AE, Seer oosliiptios every species of wickedness, and ripeas meu 
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for perdition by wholesale, and neutralizes or sweeps 

away themeans of grace, and obstructs the spread of 

the gospel among the unevangelized, and stands an in- 
ble obstacle to the coming of the millenium. 

The cause of Peace depends very much on the miv- 
isters of Christ; and more than fire hundred, mostly in 
New-England, have already pledged themselves to 

it before their people at least once a year. 

God has smiled upon efforts in the cause of Peace. 
These efforts began soon after the downfall of Napole- 
on; and since that time, a period of twenty years, the 

peace of Christendom has uot been seriously 
disturbed. How far this has resulted, under God, from 
the arguments and prayers of these peace-makers, can 
never be known with certainty ; but we verily believe 
they have already been instrumental of saving miil- 
jons ov millions of money, and scores of thousands of 
lives. Fifty years ago, a difficulty far more trivial than 
that subject, of recent coutroversy with France, would 
have plunged us ere this, into a five oc ten year’s war. ‘The 
pacific feelings of the people, have saved us; and well 
does it become the friends of God, and man, to diffuse 
far and wide those principles of peace, which will su- 
reede henceforth, all necessity of resorting to arms. 
Nothing short of the gospel faithfully applied to the sub- 
jet, will ever do this; but it is in the power of Chris- 
tians, with such a sovereign remedy in their hands for 
all the moral maladies of our race,to make wars cease 
just as far as Christianity itself prevails. Let all minis- 
ters preach, and all Christians exemplify its principles 
of peace, and use their utmost influence in urging them 
upow others; and the peace of Christendom would flow 
like a river, uninterrupted through all comiug ages. 
But nothing in this cause can we do to purpose without 
yer; and we would inquire, whether a prayer weet- 
ing for the universal prevalence of peace, cannot, in 
many places, be conveni:ntly connected with the fast. 
Where the Annual Concert of Prayer for Peace, has 
not already been held, we hope such a meeting will not 
fail to be appointed, aud will be attended by all who 
love to “pray for the peace of Jerusalem,” aud long 
for the day when “nation shall vot lift sword against 
nation, neither shall they learn war any more.” 
Groner C. Becxwitn, 
Agent of the American Peace Society. 
Lowell, March 12, 1836. 





PEACE HYMN. 
BY MRS. L. H SIGOURNEY. 


Check at their fountain head 
O Lord! the streams of strife, 
Nor let misguided man rejoice 
To take his brother’s life. 


Strike off the pomp and pride, 
That deck the deeds of war, 

And in their gorgeous mantle hide 
The blood-stained conqueror. 


To history’s blazoned page 
Touch the pure wand of trath, 

And bid its heroes stand unveiled 
Before the eye of youth. 


Bid every fire-side, press 
The gospel’s peaceful claims, 
Nor let a Christian nation bless, 
What its meek Master blames. 


So shall the seeds of hate 
Be strangled in theit birth, 
And Peace, the angel of thy love, 


CHRISTIAN FORGIVENESS EXEMPLI- 
FIED. 


A slave in one of the islands of the West In- 
dies, who had origina'ly come from Africa, having 
been brought under the influence of religious instruc- 
tion, became singularly valuable to his owner on ac- 
count of his integrity and general good conduct—so 
much so that his master raised him to a situation of 
some consequence in the management of his estate. 
His owner on one occasion, wishing to purchase 
twenty additional slaves, employed him to make the 
selection, giving him instructions to choose those who 
were strong fu likely to make good workmen. The 
man went to the slave market and commenced his 
scrutiny. He had not long surveyed the multitude of- 
fered for sale, before he fixed his eyes intently upon 
one old and decriped slave, and told his master he 
must be one. The master appeared greatly surpris- 
ed at the choice, and remonstrated against it. The 
poor fellow begged that he might be indulged, when 
the dealer remarked that if they were about to buy 
twenty he would give the old man into the bargain. 
The purchase was accordingly made, and the slaves 
were conducted to the plantation of their new mas- 
ter; but upon none did the selector bestow half the 
attention and care he did upon the poor old decciped 
African. He took him to his own habitation and Jaid 
him on his own bed ; he fed him at his own table, 
and gave him drink out of his own cup ; whenhe was 
cold he carried him into the sunshine ; and when he 
was hot he placed him under the shade of the cocoa- 
nut trees. Astonished at the attention this confiden- 
tial slave bestowed upon a felluw slave, his master 
interrogated him upon the subject. He said, “ You 
could not take so intense an interest in the old man, 
without some special reasons ; he isa relation of yours, 
perhaps your father.” ‘No massa, he no fader.” 
“* He is then your elder brother.” ‘* No massa, he 
is no my broder.” ‘* Then he is an uncle, or some 
other relation?’ ‘ No massa, he no be of my kind- 
dred, at all, nor even my friend.” 

“ Then,” asked the master, “on what account 
does he excite your interest?” “He my enemy, 
massa,” replied the slave, ** he sold me to the slave- 
dealer; and my Bible tells me, when my enemy hun- 
ger, feed him; and when he thirst, give him drink.” 

ission, Intel, 





For the Intelligencer. 
THE PROFANE SWEARER 
1S A COWARDLY FELLUW. 


If nothing more were known of him than the mere 
fact that he swears, it would be evidence enough of 
his cowardice. We might with safety sct him down 
as a mere braggadocio. For there is, perhaps, no 
surer sign of cowardice, than the habit of bluster- 
ing. The soldier who boasts of his bravery, and is 
bold, and impatient for battle, when no engagement 
is near, is the very first to falter and tremble and fly 
when real danger approaches; and if he lies on the 
battle field when the engagement is over, his wounds 
will most surely be found in his back. So the pro- 
fane wretch who has effected great bravery in sport- 

ing with Death and Hell, as if they were mere fig- 

ments of the imagination, and has set his brazen 





Rule o’er the enfranchised earth. 


front against the Hleavens, and impiously dared the 
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Almighty to damn his soul, is the very man-to trem- 
ble and quail with fear when he believes that his 
Maker is about to take him at his word, and that 
Death stands neat and Hell is opening before him, 
Let sickness once lay him low, and though for shame 
he will conceal his emotions so Jong as thete is pros- 
pect of recovery, yet let him be persuaded that his 
days are numbered, let him only get one glimpse at 
Death, and take one look at his grave, and he is wild 
with affright, and will beseech his minister and Chris- 
tian friends to plead for mercy from his profaned and 
insulted God. You see in him none of that steady 
serenity and unshaken fortitude with which the rever- 
ent child of God, walks down the dark valley and 
meets the king of terrors. And when the God whose 
vengeance he has dared, shall come wit). his charivts 
like a whi:lwind, to call him to his account, what 
dastard ol impiety will call sooner or louder for the 
rocks and mountains to fall on him and hide him from 
the face of an incensed God, than this blustering blas- 
phemer ? 

No, so far from his swaggering profanity being ev- 
idence of bravery, it is ofien, and perhaps general- 
ly, an evidence of cowardice ;—the mere i ctatien 
of bravery,—put on to make him appear brave, an 
expedient resorted to from a consciousness of lack- 
ing the very characteristic which he would appear to 
possess. However he may wish to appear, and how- 
ever by superficial observation le may sometimes be 
judged, yet really Tue Prorane Swearer ts a 
COWARDLY FELLOW. 





THE SKY-ROCKET DISCIPLE. 

Reader, you have doubtless seen a sky-rocket. You 
saw it siart in a flash—go hissing with its fiery train in- 
to the sky—sparkle fur a moment, and leave all iv dark- 
ness »gain 

The Rocket, beside being the glory “of stupid star- 
ers aud of loud huzzas” has some other uses. It af- 
fords a good illustration of the character of * certain of 
the discip es.” 

‘There are some, who start out of their spiritual slum- 
ber, vow aud then, like the rocket bursting out of the 
darkness. Some flash or other has set them in a blaze. 
They were powder, inert enough under the lock aud 
key of the magazine; but the spark has fallen, and ig- 
vition bas takew place. 


Now the suddenness of the start, is notso much the! 


object of rebuke, as that moral state which makes any 
thing like a sfart necessary. Disciples, * lights of the 
world,” should shine on like the uowearied sun. Kin- 
dled once, they should buru with inereasing brightuess 
forever. 

The rocket dashes furiously on its way; so do some 
disciples, tis uot the steady march, aud firm foot-step 
of the disciplined soldier; the cool, determined advance 
of the veteran. The disciple who so lived that he requires 
to be started before he can do his duty, willbe likely to 
start off in some erratic course; as the rock, whose 
harduess requires powder, is likely to be seattered in 
dangerous fragments. 

“Then you would rebuke all promness and energy 


to dash the vebicle to pieces. . would have my ling 
son promptly obey my commands, but not in such hasty 
asto knock his little sister down, or break his ow, 
limbs over a ehair. 

But the rocket. There it flies brilliant and sparkling, 
But suddeuly ali is darkness! So with that disciple. 
He doesnotendure. There was light and dame. By 
they are gone out. He was swift winged; butbiy 
wings were wax; they have melted. He flics no logs. 
er. Runs? No! Walks then? No, not that. He hy 
stopped movement altogether. Rocket-like, he ha 
buratout. All his glory has departed. The transieg 
gleam has left still deeper darkness ! 

Suppuse that rocket to soliloquize a litile as it gos 
gleams up the sky. Such splendor, such elevativa, 
such power to excite the gaping wonder of the mui. 
tude, may well excite somecomplacency. ‘Thus, “ this 
ie grand! How delightful to soar thas! What a splei. 
did train points vat my path! UE rival the very stars yf 
the firmament. A few more of us would coufound the 
sun, and make the mvou look ashamed.”” So some ve. 
hemtent diseiples. ‘Give us buta few kindred spirits, 
and how we woula drive the chariot uf salvation. Ay 
it now is, the great mass of christians around us, look 
like rust-lights at nooa-day.” 

* You poor sorry thing.” said the Rocket, as it saw 
the feeble glimmering of a distant lamp, * you poorser- 
ry thing, burning down there all alone, nobody notices 
you.. You had better go out and done with it. How 
insignificant.” 

The Lamp modestly replied : “1 cannot go like thy- 
self, dear brother, gleaming into the sky, but I wus! 
have an useful though au humble employmeat, wherel 
am. And as for going out, | am living, amoug other 
things to do thee a kind office in return for thy present 
scorn. Notwithstanding all thy present glory and wi- 
umes, | am expecting every moment a summons tothy 
funeral. It will shortly be true, brother, that, if there 
be anything of all thy glory worth lookiag for, they will 
need my poor aid to find it, aud furnish 1 for a decent 
burial.” 

A lamp in Zion, shining with a clear and steady light; 
a firm, faithful enduring Christian, is better thau a sky- 
rocket disciple, flashing and dazzling for an hasty mo- 
ment, and then sinking suddenly into darkuess. 

Rel. Mag. 


DEATH BED SCENE. 
*T was midnight ; the bustle of the city was hushed 








;—men had mostly retired to rest, and I, lonely in my 


room, was about to quit my stadies for the night, when 
suddenly some person knocked at the front door. |i 
was a friend who brought me the message that his 
sister was at the point of death, in great distress o 
mind, and wis!:ed to see me. We hastened to the 
house, whicli \.a+ several squares distant, where | 
| witnessed one of the most solemn and impressive 
scenes, that my eyes ever beheld. We were conduc 
ted into an upper room where the sick lay. On en- 
\tering the room the first thing that strack me, was «0 
‘assembly of about a duzen friends, who were neail) 
lall bathed in tears. I cast my eyes into one cot 
\ner where stood a bed, in which | beheld « delicate 
female writhing beneath the lashes of an awakened 





in teligion.”” That hasty and rash inference of yours, lconscience, ws well as of the fears and pangs of death. 
is the very sky-rocket sort of proceeding at whicbJ aim.! As [ walked up to the bed, one of the tricnds told 
I condemn notenlghteved, well dirceted zeal aud energy lher, that ‘here was the minister who had come to see 
in,doing good. | would thraw my whole body, soul, |)...» Summoning up her remaining strenzth, ste 
and spirit, into the seale in favor of such a COUFSC.-= | ned sound. end cantiae aah Of dices nediee 208° 
But Ido condemn fury and fierceness. 1 would not | H ar. f all never fot- 
have a mau leap in such haste from his b: das to throw [IEly at ne, she grasped my hand. 1 = ie 
hiwself through the window into the street. get it, for it was a dying grasp! . Sir, said = 
the speed and energy of my horse, but I beg of ? My time apon eart 


| ,™ in 


m not |‘ what shall 1 do to be saved 
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ig short, death is at hand, and something must be done 
ioon!’ Limmediately began to explain to her the 
plan of salvation through Jesus Christ, and direct her 
to him as the only hope of perishing sinners. After 
ing to me for about ten minutes with the most 
intense anxiety, to catch every word as it drop 
from my lips, she heaved a heavy sigh, and said, * But 
don’t you think it is now too late? I am afraid I 
have put it off too long!!’ 1 was shocked ; for ve- 
rily the scene was enough to make the blood rua cold 
in my veins. Involuntarily | ejaculated, ‘My God, 
what shall 1 do, what shall I say to her?’ I assur- 
ed her of the Saviour’s ability and willingness to save 
all, even the vilest of the vile; ‘ Him that cometh 
unto me, | will in no wise cast out.’ I told her that 
even the dying thief applied to Christ for mercy and 
was accepted. I directed her to follow his exam- 
ple, while I engaged with her in most fervently and 
earnestly imploring the mercy of God through Jesus 
Christ. Afier prayer, we sung the hymn, “ Alas! 
and did my Saviour bleed,” while she sighed and 
wept. I again spoke to her, and endeavored to fix 
her attention upon Jesus as the friend of sinners 
and especially of the distressed. After some min- 
utes she again answered in something like the fol- 
lowing language, ‘ O! but don’t you think it is now 
too late! I have had so many calls, and have neglec- 
ted them, and I am afraid it is now entirely too late! 
lhad a friend, who died some years ago, and upon 
her death-bed she most solemnly warned me, not to 
delay repentance. O that I had obeyed her dying 
advice !” She then desired to be raised up in bed, 
which was done, while a death-like silence reign- 
ed in the room, and every eye was fixed upon her. 
She then addressed her friends in nearly the following 
words: ‘O! 1 beseech, 1 entreat you all that stand 
around me here, not to put off repentance until you 
come into my situation! Is not this hard? Is not 
my case hard? O! do not wait until itis too late!’ 
It was too much ! The tender husband kneeled down 
by her bed-side, ready to sink from such a scene. 
Many of the friends began to weep aloud. She was 
again laid duwn in the bed, when 1 once more as- 
sured her of the willingness of Jesus to save her, and 
entreated her to give herself to him, After a short 
pause she said, ‘O! that 1 could see Jesus! 1 
would like to see his face and see how he looks!’ 1 
told her, * you will soon see him, only commit your 
soul into his hands. These were among her last words, 
and she became more composed and calm. It was 
now evident that death was approaching, and the 
physician standing by, whispered into my ear, ‘Death 
is working on her now.’ She could speak no more! 
her lips began to quiver, her eyes stared, her cheeks 
grew pale, her pulse beat fainter and fainter, her 
breath became shorter and shorter, and the clammy 
sweat of death issued through every pore. 
minutes she breathed her last without a groan or a 
struggle. 

Beyond this point we trace the spirit no farther, 
“of venture to inquire for its doom. But we may 
appeai, dear reader, to you, and ask, if some dread- 
ful disease were to overiake you, and in a few hours 
usher you into the presence of that Almighty God, 
who knows every thought of your heart, would you 
be prepared to meet him at his judgment bar, and 
give an account of the deeds done in the body? So 


In a few! 


it was with the woman whose death 1 have just rela- 
ted. She was in the bloom and vigor of life, was al- 
ways very healthy, possessed an abundance of the 
good things of this world, was surrounded by gay 
associates and earthly pleasures, and had every rea- 
son to expect future days ef prosperity and happiness. 
But alas, how soon did the blooming rose of life fade 
upon her cheeks, and every earthly enjoyment van- 
ish! You are not too young, nor too healthy to die, 
and that very soon. But, say you again, J am no 
great sinner? 1 have never been guilty of any par- 
ticular crime; I have always respected the laws of 
God and man, and led a moral, honest, and upright 
life, and I have not much to repent of. Precisely 
such was this young woman. Her character was in- 
deed unusually good ; sot a spot or blemish had ever 
stained it; she was amiable, intelligent, and virtuous; 
every person spuke well of her. But O! how evil, 
how sinful, how polluted, and how unfit for heaven did 
she find herself upon her death bed. Or will you tell 
me that you are a professor of religion, a member of 
the Christian church, and perform all the duties of 
religion! I answer, so was this young woman, She 
was a member of the Ch-istian church, she did pro- 
fess to be a follower of Christ, and observed all the 
external duties of christianity, but alas! felt in her 
hour of trial, the want of evidence of a change of 
heart; ‘ the one thing reedful.’ * She had the form 
of godliness,’ but no proof that she possessed its ‘pow- 
er.’ Past. Journal 





Forgetfulness.—A wietch who is condemned to 
die to-morrow cannot forget ii, and yet poor sinners, 
that continually arc uncertain to live an hour, and 
certain speedily to see the majesty of the Lord, to 
their inconceivable joy or terror, as sure as they now 
live upon earth, can forget these things for which they 
have their memory, and which one would think should 
drown the matters of this world, as the report of a 
cannon doth a whisper, or as the sun obscures a poor 
glow-worm. Oh wonderful stupidity of an unregen- 
erate soul! Oh wonderful folly and distuactedness of 
the ungodly, that ever men can forget—I1 say again, 
that they can forget eternal joy, eterna! woe, and the 
eternal God, and the place of their eternal and un- 
changable abode! when they stand even at the door, 
and there is but the thin veil of flesh between them 
and that amazing sight, that cternal gulph, and they 
are daily dying aud stepping in.—Bazter. 





HINDRANCE TO BENEVOLENT EFFORT. 

A cause of weariness in doing good, is want of a sys- 
tematic plan. The benevolence of many Christians is 
casual, incidental, the overflow of good feelings ; not the 
ever-living spring of systematic charity. ‘They give 
als because they cannot with a good character refuse, 
or because their feelings are temporarily excited, or be- 
cause their conscience for the moment upbraids them. 
‘They regard their property as iu the highest seuse their 
own. It is certainly easy for au individual to form, at 
the beginning of the year, a geueral estimate of his pro- 
perty ; of his probable income and expenditure; of the 
demands whieh his owr: family may properly make up- 
on him. He can bring distinetly before bis miud his 
obligations to Christ and to bis fellow mev. He can de- 
termine the relative importance of the different meth- 
ods of doing good ; aud then, as an intelligent, aceount- 
able, conscientious man, he cau come to such a decis- 








ion, and make such an arrangement, as will give him 
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a calm pleasure in the silent hour of midnight, aau on 
the bed of death, and which will cause his name to be 
cherished in sweet remembrauce loug after his body is 
in the grave. Such a habit has been formed by some, 
and is practicable, to a greater or less extent, by all. 
Should it become general, the results would be inestima- 
ble. The assistance of the Christian world in the dif- 
fusion of Christianity could be calculated on, just as a 
good government can depend on its finances. The dan- 
ger, and in the present state of things, almost the neces- 
sity, of appealing to the questionable motives, would 
be wholly avoided, while the reflex influeuce on the 
character avd happiness of the individual would be 
most salutary. 


The urgency of the case is extieme. We live on the 


eve of a great moral revolution, to be retarded or quick- | 


eued by our crimiua! sloth. The great mass of tem- 
poral suffering even, which will be most certainly alle- 
viated, makes inefficiency in us a crime, makes selfish- 
ness a rebellion against the better feelings of our ua- 
ture, as well as against the authority of heaven. 

There is such a thing asa Aabit of doing good. There 
are meu who ate beneficent uniformly and on principle. 
They have been accustomed to do good. Philaatnro- 
»y in them is not so much a feeling, an emotion, as it 
is a permanent state of soul. It has become a part of 
their being. ‘They live and move in a kindly atmos- 
phere. They have an inflexible determination to do 
good. The history of some of these men is full of en- 
couragement to all who would tread in their steps.— 
They did not arrive at this happy state of mind without 
great effort—without severe and protracted struggles. 
The selfish principle within them was not overcome by 
a single act of faith, a single effort of practical charity. 
They fought to win the prise. ‘They went on from con- 
quering to conquer. 
sympathy and assistance was offered, they did not hark- 
en to the selfishness of their hearts, which said, be ye 
warmed, and filled; but they resisted it, and overcame 
it, and obtained the noblest of all victories—a triumph 
over themselves. The chains of a narrow, exclusive 
feeling broke away from them, aud their souls lowed 
out in active sympathy. They became the frieuds of 
the human race, the brethren and helpers of the whole 
family of man. Why should they not shine as great 
moral lights, inviting men to the happiness and glory of 
angels?) Why should uot our woild henceforth and 
forever, be filled with benefactors? 

Am. Quar. Register. 


HOME MISSLONARY SOCIETY. 


It will be recollected, that amoung the resolutions 
adopted at the last anniversary of the American Home 
Missionary Society, was the following, viz: 

Resolved. ‘that the sigual blessings which have hith- 
erto attended the opperations of this Society, afford am- 
ple encouragement to our eudeavors, in bumble de- 
pendence ou God, to extend its operations, until its in 
fluences shall be felt not only inthe whole extent of the 
America® continent, but also throughout the civilized 
world. 

The bearing aud tendency of this resolucion, re- 
quire a passing remark. It is easily perceived that 
the influences of this Society, in many respects, may 
be felt in other covutries, whilst its direct, vperations 
are confined to its appropriate field, which, according 
to its constitution, is the United States. It was vot 
the design of the founders of this Svciety, however, 
thus to confine its operations. ‘The coustitution de- 
clares, the great object of this Society shall be to as- 
sist cougregations that are unable to suppert the gospel 


When an object requiring their | 


[Marci 


to the Society to extend its operations to adioinj 
countries. The Executive Committee, accordingly 
early extended the aid of the Society to Canada, and 
have more recently sent one missionary to ‘Texas. Tg 
more distant couuatries they have not felt authorized 
by the constitution to extend their appropriations of the 
common funds of the Society. Their attention how. 
ever, has been frequently solicited by several valued 
correspondents to the warts of the destitute, for whose 
supply there exists no adequate provision, in South 
America and in other nominally Christian countries — 
‘These solicitations, from the most respectable sources, 
suggested the resolution which we have quoted above, 
aud induced the Commitiee to venture the following 
remarks iv their last annual report, May, 1835: 

“The maguitude of the enterprise incre.ses, and the 
field wideus as we advance. any new stations haye 
been occupied within the last year, not only in our owa 
country, but also in Canada on the north, and a be- 
ginviug has been made in Texas on the South. Yer 
there remain vast and increasing fields to be cultivated, 
In the United States alone, the operations of this Soci 
| ety need at once to be more than doubled, to meet the 
| demands of the cause; aud if the missionary zeal and 
‘enterprise of the churches of these stites, is ever to 
avail any thing on behalf of other portions of the Amer- 
ican continent, this Society presents the most appro 
priate medium of its action. No other organization 
has been formed for this purpose, excepting in relation 
| to those tribes and communities which are properly de- 
nominated heathen. The civilized inhabitants of the 
Brittish provinces on the north, and of the republics of 
South America, however corrupt or perverted their 
faith, are overlooked in the present missionary arrange- 
ments of our churches, excepting so far as they may be 
reached by the operations of this Society. Noris there 
any other existing organization, through which Ameri- 
ean Christians may effectually extend their missionary 
aid to the other countries of Christendon. We wait 
then to be directed in regard to all these inviting and 
important fields; and it is, perhaps, not too much to 
predict, that the time is not far distant when the mu 
nificence of the religious public, in these states, will 
not only enable this society to supply all the destitute 
at home, but also to be largely tributary to the advauce- 
ment of the same blessed cause in other nominally 
Christian countries. Then shall we effectually co-op- 
erate with all the friends of the Bible, and of Foreign 
Missions, having full seupe for our endeavors, and the 
| largest practicable concentration of interests aud efforts, 
| till the work of the world’s conversion shall be doue, 
|and the music of the hosts of heaven shall proclaim, 
“ The kingdoms of the world have become the kingdoms 
of our Lord and of his Christ.” 

Since the date of the above remarks, we have te- 
ceived sevcral communications from the Rev. Robert 
Baird, late N+: of the American Suuday School 
| Union, now resident iu Paris, urging the extension of 
ithe aid of this Society tothe evangelical churches of 
| Franee. ‘The faciscommunicated by Mr. Baird, have 
been confirmed by the Rev. Mr. Mines, of this cits, 
who has lately returned from a residence of two years 
‘in France, and by the Rev. Dr. Mc Auley, aud other 
| intelligent friends who have recently visited that coul- 
try. The Executive Committee have become so deep 
ily interested in these representations, and so much eu 
couraged with the opening prospect of usefulness pre- 
sented, that they ventured in October last. (with the 
'eunsent of the cuntributers of that amount.) to 4p 
| propriate $1,000 to the aid of the French i vangelical 
| Society, in the support of pastors in the churches reler 
red to. The amount has been remitted to Mr. Baird, 








ministry, and to send the gospel to the destitute within | 2 4 others, at Paris, with instructions to appropriate il 


the United States.” The word great in this article, 


was iuserted for the expressed purpose of giving liberty 





|whieh this small dovation has been received, are eX 
i 


accordingly. The lively emotions of gratiude with 
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pewsed by Mr. Baird in the extracts which we publish 
below. 

After expressing thanks iv behalf of the friends of the 
Saviour im France, for the aid already afforded them, 
apd mentioning some encouragements to benevolent ef- 


fort in that country, Mr. Baird gives the following de- | 


seription of the plan and operations of the Evangelical 
Society; the organ for the appropriation of the soli- 
cited aid. 

The Evangelical Society is now in the third year of 
its existence. It was formed upon a plan adapted to 
meet the exigencies of the conntry. Its constitution 
and its operations are liberal and general. Its objects 
aremanifold. 1. Theemploymeut and support of pas- 
tors aud evangelists. 2. Colporteurs to distribute Bi- 
bles and tracts, to hold small meetings for religious in- 
suuction, and to visit and instruct the people from 
house to house. 3. Pious school-masters and school- 


mistresses—a very important branch of their labors.— | 


4. To educate young men to be pastors and evangel- 
ists, or colporteurs, or teachers. 5. To hire or erect 
chapels for preaching in places where they station a 

tor or an evangelist. 6. ‘To furnish books to the 
colporteurs for distribution.. 7. To promote the es- 
tablishment of Sunday Schools. Such are the objects 
which this infant Society is attempting to accomplish, 


and which, with the blessing of God, is likely to ac- | 


complish to a very cheering extent. It is actually now 
engaged in promoting all these objects, though that of 
sending forth and supporting preachers of the Gospel, is 
the first and greatest in importance. ‘The day will 
doubtless come, when separate societies will be formed 
for the promotion of these varivus objects. At present, 
however, they are best promoted in the way which the 
Evangelical Suciety pursues. 

Its very remarkable, that the calls for the labors of 
good men as ministers and evangelists, as teachers, col- 
porteurs, &c., increases so rapidly. And what is 
more, these calls cowe to the Society from all paris of 
Fiancee. At this moment, the Society has thirteen pas- 
tors, three evangelists, three teachers, eight colporte- 
urs, in its service, and is supporting five young men 
who are preparing for the ministry, and is aiding in 
building or hiring several chapels. The prospect is, 
that it will do more than twice as much this year as it 
did in both of the previous years of itsexistence. Aud 
yet atthis very time, ithas pressing calls made upun 
it, from various parts of the kingdom, for twelve minis- 
ters, ten evangelists, twenty colporteurs, and five teach- 
ers, besides aid in hiring o1 building places for preach- 
ing. 

These calls often come from places where there are 
Protestant families who ave desirous of hiving the Gos- 
pel preached to them. Very often they come from per- 
sous wh» are Catholics nominally, but who are wholly 
dissatisfied with the vain rites and bh artiess worship 
of the Romish church. 

But let us for atew moments consider the means 
which the Evangelical Soci ty has to meet these in- 
creasing calls. In doing this, it will also be essential 
weousider well the work to be done. and the cireum- 
stances with which it is to be done. 

As it regards the means which ihe Evangelical Soci- 
ety caw obtain iv France itself, it is certam that they 
are wholly adequate to the work to be accomplished.— 


The little evangelical churches or bands of christians, | 


iwcluding those who are not connected with the estab- 


| with their money; indeed the burthen of what is 
done fer the Bible, the Tract, Foreign Missionary, aud 
other good causes, comes upon them. | ought also to 
| add, that the poor Christians of this couutry do con- 
| tribute most liberally, out of their poverty, to advance 
the cause of Christ. I do not think, so far as | have 
|learned what Christians here are doing, that they are 
less liberal than those in America. On the contrary, 
cousidering their means, | believe them to be far more 
liberal. I speak now of the evangelical professors of 
| religion, who are almost alone to be depended on for 
| these efforts. In this city, the few evangelical Chris- 
tians who possess wealth, have much to do to promote 
the cause of Christ in this important place, this heart 
of the kingdom; and it must be kept in mind that 
, the Evangelical Society does nothing for Paris. Of 
| course the efforts which are making bere to promote 
| the cause of Christ (and which are numerous, highly 
important, and heavy,) are sustained by the brethren 
here, in local associations. We ought indeed to bless 
God, that small and feeble churches are springing up in 
various places all over France. ‘They will, if strength- 
ened, and watered by divine grace, become permanent 
| and strong. But at present, ihe strength of Evangel- 
ical Christianity, whether considered in a o ical, or 
pecuniary aspect, is verysmall. Blessed be God for 
what itis! How encouraging the prospect is now, when 
perbaps a hundred ministers, preach the pure Gospel, 
though many of them iv small feebles churches or con- 
gregations, compared with what existed twenty, or 
even five years ago! 
| As tothe places where evangelical preaching is com- 
mencing, through the efforts of the Evangelical society, 
let me saya word. They are wholly unlike the places 
where you are forming new churches, aud planting 
pastors in the United States. It is essential to under- 
stand this. France is an old country,deusely setiled, 
generally in villages, towns, and cities. There is but 
little, comparatively of a country population, such as ex- 
ist in the United States and England. The expeuse of 
hirmmg or building places of worship, is much greater, 
of course, than it is in the United States, as a general 
thing. And as the overwhelming mass of people are 
| either Catholies or infidels,there is a difficulty in gath- 
ering aud establishing a cougregation able to sustaiv a 
minister, which can bardly be conceived of in the Uni- 
ted States. it requires much effort, in many cases, 
and perseverance, to gather a considerable number of 
people—not five or ten, and perhaps sometimes not one 
of whom, at first, have any deep interest in the subject 
of religion. 
Is it not of the utmost importance that the fields 
which are here growing white for the harvest, should 
be supplied with reapers? For centuries, the door has 
never beeu so completely opened for the productivn of 
the true Gospel, in this country, as itis nuw. Let us 
hope and pray that it may continue open, ‘That many 
of the intelligeut people of this aation are tired of infi- 
| deliny is certain. ‘They have wied it to their hearts’ 
content. They feel the truth of Perier’s dying remark, 
| that ** France needs religion,” aud cannot do without it. 
| That mauy persons are returning to the Catholic church- 
es, not knowing whither else to resort for a knowledge 
of Christianity, is but too true. Bur still, amid all the 
| moral darkuess und death which overhang this great 
nation, there is the dawning of a better day. And is it 
| not important for us to do all that we can to increase this 








lished Protestant church, as well as thuse who are con-| light until the noon-day influence of the Gospel shall be 
J | "6 


ueeted with it throughout France, are generally poor, 
and most of those, which are independent of the state, 





enjoyed by this nation? Where ese in the werld can 
more be done, or done with greater hope of its exerting 





have as much as they can do to sustain the preaching! a pervading inflaence on the world? There is vo na- 
of the gospel among themselves. There is compara-|tiou perhaps which could do more, if it were brought 
lvely sseaking, but liule wealth among the evan-: fully uuder the influence of the Gospel, to build up the 
selical Christiaus of France. The few, of this de-| kingdom of Christ throughout the earth, or at any rate 
‘“ription, who are to be found, do a great dealjthroughout Europe. The language, the customs, the 































science, the literature of Franee pervade Europe, and 
indeed the civilized world. Paris is the great capital of 
Europe, as it regards influence. ‘Chis is a woaderful 
fact, and if the kingdom of Christ were established in 
this city and throughout this watiou, what a mighty in- 
fluence would be exerted ou Europe to turn the entire 
continent to the Lord! And what thanks should we 
render to the Lord, that now, in this very country, the 
most important of all these which are under the influ- 
ence of the superstition of popery, the way is pre 

for great efforts to propagate the truth! Bo deeply 
convinced am I of this, that I sincerely assure you, that 
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Of sunny Persia's vales, 


Swells China's busy hum, 


The gladsome tidings come. 


The forest dark is bushing 
The murmur of its blast, 

While melodies are gushing 
Unknown in ages past; 

And softly, sweetly stealing 
Upon the desert air, 





no amount of aid which may be needed here should be 
withheld. If $5,000 or $10,000 or $20,000 can be well | 
employed hee, in addition to what can be obtained | 
here, that amouut should be furnished. At preseut cer- 
tainly u considerable tis led Tie Society | 
is now under obligations to the amount of 42,000 franes, 
beyond its receipts, for the present year, which will end 
about the Ist of May. It is appealing tor aid to all its 
friends in France, in the most energetic terms. A few 
Americans here, who love the eause of Christ, will 

robably within a few days contribute nearly 4,000 
Ganse~ the greatest partof itby ove; erson. You have 
seat 5,000 franes. But still there is every reason to be- 
lieve that there will be a distressing deficit, unless the 
Committee cease to make any more appoiniments da- 
ring the remainder of this year. But to relax would be 
wrong. The Society must go forward, and as fast as it 
ean find men, it must appoint them, and throw itself up- 
on the good providence of God. 

And now may we not hope that the ample statements 
which I have given of the state of things in this great 
nation, and of the operations and the wants of the 
Evangelical Society, will induce your Committee to au- 
venture a little further on the promise of the Lord, ana 
on the enlarged and enlightened benevolence of their 
contributors and constituents? Sure 1 am, that there 
cannot be one member of the A. H. M. 8S. who would 
object to their doing so, it he could see the real state of 
things here. For my part, | am entirely willing to bear, 
in the sight of the churches which support yeur excel- 
lent Society, the responsibility of having recommended 
and urged this measure. I ought, however, to add, that 
L have not advanced one opinion, | am sure, which does 
not meet with the eutire approbation of the geutlemen 
named, with whom, as well as with others, I have con- 
versed fully iv relation to these things. 

As to sending missionaries here from foreign lands to 
preach to the French, I think it does not promise great 
good. Itis manifest that it is our best course to help the 
Evangelical Socicty, and urge them to go on with vigor. 

I cannot close this long letter, without saying that I 
bless Ged that your Seciety seem disposed to take the 
ground which God evidently calls you to take—which is 
thit you should labor for all Christendom, as the Foreign 
Missionary Societies do for the heathen world. This is 
iust whatis wanted. And I hope that, if it be necessa- 
Ty: you will alter your constitution. It will give you a 
field worthy of your energies, and worthy of the ehurch- 
es which you represent. 


MISSIONARY HYMN, 
Many shall run to aud fro, and knowledge shail be 
increased.— Daniel xii, 4. | 
Where rolls the stormy billow 
Along the troubled deep, 
Where verdant prairies pillow 
The sun beans as they sleep, 
Where hills with heaven are blending, 
Where spreads the dreary waste, 
Where torrents are desccuding, 
The Gospel heralds haste. 


Where perfume-reathing flowers 
Shed ({ragrance on the gales, 














The sabbath bells are pealing 


To wake the voice of prayer. 


Old Grecian temples hoary 


Decayed with vanished time, 


That sweep through rosy bowers 


Where o’er the snow-clad mountains 


Where flow those olden fountains, 


Shrines famed in song and story 


Reverberate that chime; 
And louder, louder swelling 
It sweeps o’er Afric’s shore, 
With gentle music quelling 
The lion's angry roar. 
Lord! in thy mercy speeding, 
Thy ment oe Paget tay 
That they in triumph leading, 
Thy people scattered wide, 
From every clime and vation 
May gather them in one, 
Till earth with adoration 
Hails the eternal Son— 


Till in each mortal dwelling, 
Asin thy reahns above, 


High songs of praise are swelling 


To hymn redeeming love ; 
Till every home's an alter, 
Where holy hearts set free 
In service never falter, 
Unchanged in love to Thee. 
New York, Feb. 9, 1836. 





PERSIA. 


B. D. W. 


Spirit of Missions. 


Extract froma letier written by Rev. Justin Per- 
kins, late of West Springfield, to Rev. T. E. Ver 


milye, of Albany, dated, Tabreez, 


* Soon after our asrival in Persia, L visited Oormi- | 


ah, to procure a Syriac teacher. 


June 17, 1835. 


I was greatly de 


lighted with the natural beauties of the country. The 
province is decidedly the finest L have seen in Asia; 
not surpassed in fertility and beauty even by yout 


charming valley of the Connecticut. 


Still more was 


I delighted when the prospect of usefulness presented 


arrong the Nestorian Christians. 


1 was welcomed by 


all classes of that people with the greatest cordiality 


to my missionary work. 


One of their bishops and a 


priest accompanied me to this city, and have since te 


sided in my family. 


They are teaching me their lan- 
| guage, the Syriac, and are themselves learning Eng- 


lish, ‘They are uncommonly fine youn: men, and give 
promise of becoming eminent blessings to their op 


pressed, benighted nation. 


Mohammedanism, also, totters in Persia. The late 
succession of the young king to the throne, I regard 


as an event highly auspicious fcr missions. 


He is 


much inclined to the introduction of European mat 
ners, and seems to desire the best good of his people. 
Could the knowledge and spirit of the gospel be 
vived, and shine forth in the holy lives of nomival 


the False Prophet would fall. 


christians here, I feel cunfident, that the dominion of 
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“What kind of Christianity do the Mohommedans of 
this country now behold? None that has life—None 
that is productive of a morality even equaé to their 
own. Intemperance, for instance, is so common 
among the native Christians of Persia, and the few 
ns who stroll h‘ther for the sake of lucse, that 
where Mohammedans see one of their own sect intoz- 
icated, which has now become rather common, they 
wonce say, * That man has left Mohammed, and has 
to Jesus!” The Nestorians reverence the Bi- 
bleyand exalt it above all buman tradition Our hope, 
therefore, is, that they may imbibe bis spirit, and, with 
the blessing of God, become prepared to shine forth 
asthe light of this benighted portion of the world.— 
When this shall be the case, Mohammedanism in Per- 
sia is forever at an end. 

While I write you, my dear brother, our doors are 
dosed and we are in quarantine on account of the 
plague, which is now raging among the poor natives 
around us. In all these regions you are doubtless 
aware, the atmosphere is often curdled by pestilence, 
waich threaten to cut down the Missionary in common 
with the falling multitudes. But we know our Divine 
Master will preserve us if he has any use to make 
of our poor services, and that will be long enough. 

You are sometimes ready to exclaim; my soul is 
sick of controversy.’ So is mine.—Were | disposed, 
I might spend my time in discussing and hair-splitting 
with these Eastern theologians, and metaphysicians 
—and on subjects, though a litte different, vet equal- 
ly childish, with some that engage the D. D’s of the 
West. But when a Nestorian Nicodemus questions 
me, for instance, whether Christ will come to judg- 
meat from the East, or from the South ; o1 from the 
clouds; 1 prefer tv tullow the examble of my Divine 
Masier, and point him to the momentous truth, that 
‘he must be born again’ before he will be ready for 
the judgment, rather than to gratify his idle curiosity 
and flatter his intellectual acumen. As Ambassadors 
of Christ is not such the course which His ministers 
should all follow.’ 





QUARTERLY CHRISTAN SPECTATOR. 


This number of a well known publication contaius 
the usual variety of articles written with more aud some 
less ability. We do not propose to characterize them 
minutely or to speak all we may think as to their mer- 
is; as considering the relation of tie publisher of this 
Journal to the work in question, it might seem indeco- 
rous. We may, however, without tres o-sing upon 
propriety, sketch fur our readers an oviaue of the dif- 
ferent articles as they occur, accompanied by such re 
marks as the topics and mode of treating them suggest. | 
_ Art. I. entitled, * The doctrine of a particular prov- | 
idence,” is not, as some would be led to expect, a close- 
reasoned and metaphysical disquisition. Yet it is not 


aod character of a great and good man. We most 
heartily respond to the feeling expressed in this article, 
that there were many such master spirits of reconeilia- 
tion as Dr. Rice, to exert their influence iu the presevt 
crisis of Presbyterian Church. Waim-hearted ani deep- 
tuned piety like his would subserve the cause of Christ 
for more than a tenfold degiee of zeal and vigilance ia 
those whose most glowing display of urthodoay consists 
in condemning and suspending from the miniviry better 
men thau themselves. 

Art. LV. entitled Domestic Education is a Review of 
of a valuable little volume on this subject by Mr. Hall, 
Principal of the Ellington school. ‘ihe article is one 
of no preteasiun. Lt exhibits sound good sense ; is well 
expressed and wiil enable the reade: to form a correct 
jedgement.of the work under review. 

Art. V. lufluence of Religion on Health, properly 
cousisis of twe parts. ‘The first, which is quite caustic, 
isa merited rebuke of a work whose great aim seems to 
be to destroy every thing like experimental religion, 
aud to impuze the sacred institutions of the Saviour. 
it is not indeed a regular review vi Dr. Brigham’s 
book, but an exposure of the absurdities of a prevelogical 
religion, based upon his work. ‘The volume deserved 
a severe castigation, and it has received it. Perhaps, 
however, itmay be deemed not sufficiently dignified for 
a quarterly journal of the character of the Christian 
Spectator. In a note the writer bas calculated the prac- 
tical worth of phrenology, which he finds to be one 
chance in 2,700,000 times. In the second part of the 
article, its author enters into adefeuse of the doctrine of 
divine influence, which he shows vo be wruly accordant 
with the principles of souud reason. This part of the 
paper is written in better style than the former, although 
here and there we notice obscurities of expression or an 
unusual method of stating truths in relation to this sub- 
ject. 

Art. VI. is a review of Smith's illustrations of divine 
goverument, a book which has beeo published a dozen 
or fifteen yearsiu Lugland aod which has been reprint- 
ed as astandard work by the revivalists fur two or three 
years in this country. The volume is an attempt to 
uphold the doctrine of a final resivoratiov ov the ground 
that ** sin is the necessary means of the greatest good.” 
The article coutaius many good things. Lis somewhat 
deficient, however, in its arrangement, and admitted 
more condensation. ‘The writer shows that we are not 
shut up to the two alternatives which Dr. Smith pro- 
poses by recurring to a third hypothesis respecting the 
existence of siu iu a moral system, viz.—that it may 
be iucideutal to the system best possible to God. Of 
cour-e he relieves the advocates of this third supposition 
of the force of De, Smith's argument, which tor aught 
we cansee musi lie against these who admit his positt- 
tion. ‘The article is by no means destitute of merit, 
but it has not that superior ability which has beew dis- 
played in some of the controversial aud doctriual dis- 
cussions of the Christian Spectator. 

Iu Art's. Vil. and X. * Present state of the Slavery 
Question,” .od “* Audrews on -lavery.” the pen of a 
weil kuown contributor to this periodical will be at once 
recognised. lle approves very highly of Dr. Channing 





wholly wanting in argumentative discussion. The 
style is easy—the course of thought uatural and the | 
whole calculated to interest that elass of readers who 
prefer a popular illustration ofany plain scriptural truth, | 
‘wan elabrate defense of it, and refutation of standing 
objections. 

Uf Art. IL. as it relates to a subject which demands 
move legal science than we can pretend to, we can 
searcely say any thing. So far as we may judge, the 
Writer seems to us to have exhibited research aud Mr. 





and Prot. Andrews’ works on slavery, on which his two 
articles are founded. His remarks, we presume, will 
meet with the assent of all at the North who have dis- 
passionately examined the subject. The present agi- 
tated stace of feeling at the South and the determined ad- 
vocacy of the system of slavery are shown to have a 
deeper origin than the eflorts of the Anti-Slavery Soci- 
ety. Some facts of interest are brought out relating to 
the statistics of eur colored popalation, and the speech 


of Mr. Leigh, of Virginia, iv the U. 5S. Senste, ts reba- 


rson’s position that “ Christianity is no part of the !ked with appropriate severity. We commen! these 


common law,” is successfully combatted. 


A : ; , articles to the attention of those who are willing to ex- 
rt. IIL. contains at outline sketeb of the biography | amine the bearings of this important question ou which 
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the opinions of this whole nation must sooner or later be 
found and known. 

Art. VIII. Wordsworth and his poetry,” is evidently 
written by a great admirer of the man and his poems ; 
one who seems to be a congenial spirit, though to judge 
from the style, not himsel! a votary of the Muses. Itisa 
philosophical examination of Wordsworth’s merits, and 
howevei readers may be disposed to dissent from some 
of the remarks made, yet we presume it will be deem- 
ed an ivteresting one. Itis one of the longest, and we 
think in many respects, one of the best articles in the 
number. 

We were also well pleased with Art. IX., entitled 
** Winslow on Social and Civil Duties.” Many perti- 
nent observations respecting the spirit of the age occar 
and some of the most striking defects in carrying on ef- 
forts to improve the public morals, are pointed out. 
Some will doubtless be disposed to misunderstand the 
author; but if we rightly apprehend him he does not 
wish to set himself against voluntary associations to ef- 
fect reformations demanded and practicable, but to op- 
pose the prevalent disposition to individualize exertions 
to do good, by dividing up the moral power of the com- 
munity, by a reference to a multitude of objects, each 
one the most important in the eves of its advocates. 
He would have more deliberation used —and less of a 
headlong impulse to govern Christians and philauthro- 
pists. Whether or not admitted, the suggestions which 
this article contains deserve a candid consideration. 

The closing article, ‘*The Mendon Association,” 
was occasioned by a letter from the Scribe of that bo- 
dy complaining of injustice done them in the December 
number of the Spectator. The letter is published en- 
tire, and a few pages of what we think successful de- 
fence of the former ground taken with respect to the di- 
vine-efficiency scheme. All the power which on that 
scheme can be atiributed to man, is showu to be what 
Mr. Locke calls passive power, that is the possibility of 
being the subject of certain changes produced by ex- 
traneous efficiency. On the whule, we should think 
the number would prove an acceptable one. We may 
hereafter perhaps quote from some of the articles above 
mentioned. We trust that the Christian community 
will not fail to support a work whose influence in pro- 
moting correct views of truth aud urging a bigh stan- 
dard uf life, has been so beweficial as the Christian 
Spectator. 





REVIVALS. 


Betuet. Cuurcu, Burrato.—Many sinners are 
awakened to a deep solicitude for their souls salva- 
tion. A considerable number it is belicved have em- 
braced the Saviour, and commenced a new life, 
among whom are several sailors. 


ConsTANrinopLE —A correspondent of the Bos- 
ton Recorder, under date of Paris, Jan. 13, says that 
a letter had been received from Mr. Schauffler, of 
the date of Dec. 9, informing that a delightful work of 
grace had commenced at Constantinople, under the 
labors of the missionaries. Mr, S. says, “ there is 
a working of the Spirit here, which, though it has 
not yet burst out, spreads with great rapidity and 
power,” 





Maine.—The Editor of the Portland Mirtor thy 
writes of the churches in that State. 

The tokens of a special work of grace in Maing 
are becoming more and more marked every w 
and occur at distant points of our broad territory — 
‘The Lord multiply them a thousand fold, how many 
sover they be. 

With the cheering prospect before us of invigors. 
ting and spreading piety, we feel no small degree of 
solicitude, lest the work should be marred by some 
admixture of human policy. Not a few among meg 
have an idea that they can mend God's work and 
steady the ark in a way of their own. We fear tha 
all the rebukes of the past five or six years have no 
wholly cured this feeling. It cannot be too 
impressed on every mind, that the gospel stands pot 
in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God. 

Revivals have begun and are now in most delightful 
progress, under the ordinary means of grace—th 
Sabbath exercises, the weekly Conference and prayer 
meeting—-church meetings for self-examination, fast 
ing and prayer—Sabbath schools for the youug, and 
Bible Classes for persons of all ages. Why not com 
tinue in the employment of these means? What sub 
stitute can be proposed which will promise more good 
in the long run? You may use them with greater in- 
terest—you may bring inte them more spirit and zeal 
and life; you may accompany them with more fre 
quent prayer to Almighty God, and with a deeper 
sense of dependence on the Spirit ; but you cannot 
adopt more appropriate means to make men wise uo 
to salvation, or to grow in grace and in the knowledge 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 


Montreau.—There have been as many as 70 hope- 
ful conversions recently in connection with a protracted 
meeting in the congregation under the chaige of Rev. 
G. W. Perkins. There have been during his ministry 
of 6 years, 3 seasons of special revival, besides occa 
sional seasons of considerable attention to religioa 
among the impenitent. 





RELIGIOUS SUMMAKY. 


On the 10th inst., the Rev. Arthur Granger was in- 
stalled pastor of the Congregational Church and Socie- 
ty in Meriden, by the New Haven East Consociation. 
Introductory prayer by the Rev. Mr. Noyes, iustalling 
prayer by the Rev. Mr. Shepherd, sermon by the Rev. 
Dr. Hawes, charge by the Rev. Mr. Wetmure, right 
hand of fellowship by the Rev. Mr. Gilbert, charge 
the peop'e by the Rev. Mr. Dutton, concluding prayer 
by the Rev. Mr. Griggs. 

The American Bible Society have voted adonation 
of 5000 Bibles and 10,000 Testaments, for te use of 
the Sabbath Schools under the care of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, since the loss of their Methodist 
Book estublishment. 

Rev. Mr. Condit late of Loug Meadow, now Prof. 
at Amherst College, has received a call from the first 
Congregational Society, in Northampton, to become 
their Minister. 
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